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probation, and that it never can be renewed. In nature, in
fact, the animal has a part inferior to that of man ; it is below
our species in its degree of intelligence, and it cannot have
either merit or demerit. Its faculties do not invest it with
the entire responsibility of its actions. It is but an interme-
diate link between the plant and man; it has certain faculties,
but we cannot pretend that those faculties assimilate it to
moral man.

Thus, we reject this doctrine of the return of the human
soul to conditions through which it has already passed. Ke-
trogression has no place in our system. The soul, in its pro-
gressive march, may pause for an instant, but it never turns
back. We admit that man is condemned to re-commence an
ill-fulfilled existence, but this new experience is made in a
human body, in a new covering of the same living type, and
not in the form of an inferior being. The oriental dogma of
the metempsychosis misapprehended the great law of progress,
which is, on the contrary, the foundation of our doctrine.

Fourth objection. It will be said to us : You maintain
that our souls have already existed in the bodies of animals \
do you, then, share the belief of those naturalists who derive
man from the monkey 1

No, certainly not. The Trench and German naturalists,
who, applying Darwin's theory of the transformation of species
to man, have declared man to be derived from the monkey,
rely entirely on anatomical considerations. Vogt, Bruchner,
Huxley, and Broca compare the skeleton of the monkey with
that of primitive man ; they study the form of the skull oi
each respectively, they measure the width and the prominence